
 

 
 

 
 

How to prepare nesting blocks for native bees 
 
Nest Block Construction  
Masked bees, leafcutter bees and resin bees will nest in 
holes drilled in a wooden block.  Find a piece of 
untreated dry wood, at least 13 cm “deep”. Avoid wood 
with deep cracks. The bees won’t use it as it gives 
parasites easy access. Holes of a diameter of 5-7 mm 
drilled in the wood. They should be 100-150 mm deep 
(depending upon the size timber used), smooth. The 
denser the wood, the smoother the sides of the holes 
become, and the better the bees will like it. 
 
Do not drill completely through the timber. Drill the 
hole to a depth about 10 – 15 mm from the back of the 
block. Attach a roof to provide protection from the 
midday sun and rain. Outside surfaces may be painted 
or stained, but don’t use wood preservatives. One hole may be drilled in 
protect it from rain, or place in a sheltered position.  Hang nesting blocks 
in the shade or morning sun, but so that bees have open flight access.  . 
Affix firmly so that the block does not sway in the wind.  
 
Do not move the blocks during the weeks of active nesting. 
Remove cobwebs and spiders on occasion, and remove ant nests. 
Once all nesting activity has stopped you can move the blocks, but 
be gentle when moving occupied blocks at this time of year. 
 
Blocks can be made from any shape wood. They may be cut to a 
fancy shape, be a small piece of dead tree limb, fence post 
(untreated) or scrap of firewood. You can vary the diameter of the  
drilled holes (4 – 8mm) to attract different species of  
tube-nesting bees or beneficial wasps.  
Another possibility is to use a piece of PVC drainage pipe, close the back, 
and fill the pipe with waxed paper straws. Plastic straws hold moisture 
and allow mould to develop and are not recommended.  
 
Largely copied from: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/ent/notes/Other/note109/note109.html 
see also: http://www.wingsinflight.com/gardbees.html 
 
or:     
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZwUIlLOsRCM 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YzNSjmZ3Wg 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTRhEyplT5k 
 

Questions? Send me an e-mail: 
katja.hogendoorn@adelaide.edu.au 
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